the boy was walking about the ward in the splints with a little assistance. The splints tend to prevent the development of deformity and allow the boy to walk about.
Case II.-R. M., a boy, aged 6, taken ill on October 23, 1911. On the following morning weakness of both legs and right arm was present. He had severe pain for fourteen days. On admission to the hospital in August, 1912, he had a flaccid paralysis of both legs, with marked footdrop and contraction of the tendo Achillis. The knee-jerks and anklejerks were absent.' In September tenotomy was performed by Mr. Sargent and the feet put up in plaster. Celluloid splints were made, and the boy can now walk about in these splints with the aid of a stick.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. McGAVIN asked if an' steps had been taken to render the celluloid non-inflammable; otherwise, in such cases as the application of strapping with the aid of a spirit lamp there might be danger of firing the splint.
Dr. BATTEN replied that celluloid splints as at present made were not inflammable. He demonstrated this by applying a lighted match to a portion of a splint, which would not burn unless the flame was kept constantly in contact with the splint. A Case of Congenital Syphilitic Disease of the Knee-joint.
By E. C. HUGHES, F.R.C.S. H. T., AGED 12. In 1908 the left knee was noticed to be swollen. In 1909 fluid was aspirated from the joint for bacteriological examination; no organisms were found. In 1912 the knee was much swollen, and there was considerable hypertrophy of the synovial fringes. Fluid from the joint was injected into a guinea-pig, with no result. Wassermann reaction positive. In spite of the marked swelling of the joint its functions are not much interfered with.
Mr. HUGHES added that there was a history of many miscarriages in the boy's mother. The joint at present resembled in appearance a Charcot's joint, but the jerks and reflexes were normal, and there were no signs of tabes. X-rays showed no bony abnormality. The Wassermann reaction was positive, and congenital syphilitic disease appeared to be the only diagnosis possible.
